
 Like most boys growing up in the 1960s and 70s I spent the 

summers playing Little League and collecting baseball cards. Back in the 

day the base cards were pretty simple: a picture on the front, stats on 

the back. And the stats were basic, batting average, RBIs, Home runs. 

But these days stats are anything but simple. We’re now in the age of 

analytics and data driven sports – Billy Bean, Money Ball, Sabermetrics. 

There’s On Base Percentage, Slugging Percentage, and there’s WAR.  

Hang in there with me as I try to explain WAR -- or Wins Above 

Replacement (There will be a point). WAR is computed for every pro 

baseball player using a formula that looks like advanced physics. It 

supposedly calculates the ultimate value of a player to his team. Putting 

together all sorts of numbers, WAR measures how many wins over the 

course of a season a player gives his team above the results that would 

have occurred if some entry-level, call -up player from the AAA minor 

leagues, was playing in his place. WAR is the ultimate statistic for the 



bottom line – and pro sports are all about the bottom line. Win or get 

sent down to the minors. 

 So, what does WAR have to do with Jesus? “Well done, my good 

and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give 

you great responsibilities. Come, share your Master’s joy.” In Jesus’ 

Parable of the Talents we have a man going on a journey, who will one 

day return. This is Jesus after His Death, Resurrection, and Ascension, 

leaving for heaven. And like the man in the parable, Jesus will return, 

and when He does at our judgment, He will expect from us . . . what?  

In the parable Jesus says the man entrusts “his possessions to 

them.” What does this mean? It can mean the natural gifts God gives to 

each person to be used well in life (that’s where the English definition 

of “talent” comes from.) But another, deeper, meaning is that Jesus is 

entrusting the Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven to His servants. 

Jesus wants something out of His servants. Jesus expects something 



from us beyond our personal holiness. We’re supposed to add to His 

Kingdom of Heaven! We’re supposed to produce! He wants victories! 

 Here I want to come back to WAR. If a pro baseball player doesn’t 

contribute to winning games any more than a minor leaguer, then it’s 

“next man up.” See you later. We may not like to think of Jesus that 

way. But clearly in this parable Jesus is saying He expects us to produce. 

Produce what? Souls! Think of Jesus at the Judgement looking at our 

SAR stat – “Souls Above Replacement.” The servants given the talents 

in the parable are expected to use the Mysteries of the Kingdom to gain 

souls for Christ. The servant who buries his talent just bring his own 

sorry self to the Lord. That’s not enough. 

So, consider for a moment: what is your SAR number? Have you in 

your life, by your actions, words, prayers, witnessing, added any souls 

to the Kingdom of Heaven? I think of this in terms of myself and my 

calling. Would some newly ordained priest right out of seminary, the 

spiritual minor leagues, as it were, do just as good a job as I’m doing, 



gaining just as many souls for Christ – or more – than I am? If so, what 

does that say about my SAR – or my priesthood?  

And ask yourself: would any random, minor league, mass-twice-a-

month Catholic do just as good a job sharing his or her faith, inspiring 

people, forming Christian Disciples in your family, marriage, job, 

community, life . . . as you’ve done? Is your SAR a big fat 0, like the 

servant with one talent? Because if it is, then according to Jesus’ 

parable you are in danger of being sent down – literally. Down: “throw 

this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be 

wailing and grinding of teeth.” To me, that’s what it seems like Jesus is 

saying -- Jesus Christ as Billy Bean.  

But Billy Bean, the General Manager of the Oakland A’s, and the 

original analytics-driven baseball mind, made winners out of seemingly 

poor material. Jesus knows He has some one-talent guys down here on 

His team. We’re not all spiritual all-stars, raking in the big 5-talent 

numbers. But we can still be winners. All Jesus asks us to do is try and 



produce for Him from what He gave each of us.  We can do this. That’s 

why I’m always talking about evangelization. It’s the game of our lives, 

as this parable teaches us. And in this game – as in professional 

baseball, there are only two possibilities. It’s pretty much black and 

white. We’ll win everything or we’ll lose everything. Those are the only 

outcomes. It’s a most serious game, so we must play it to win. 

This parable can sound harsh because we too often assume my 

life is about me. But holiness is not just about me and my personal 

spiritual growth. The Christian life is a team sport. The Body of Christ is 

our team. So, it’s crucial to realize that my own spiritual journey is 

completely wrapped up in other people also entering the Kingdom of 

Heaven. What’s your lifetime SAR stat? At our meeting with Jesus at the 

end of our life what will we each have to give back to Him from the 

faith He gave us? He’s clearly expecting something from us – souls 

other than our own.  


