
 Last Sunday I was in Indiana visiting my priest-friend Fr. Ted. I was 

to fly out the following day, and it would have been nice to have spent 

the day with him doing something fun. But he couldn’t. He had to drive 

up to Chicago on short notice. Fr. Ted has been the spiritual director of 

a young woman who feels called to become a nun in a contemplative 

convent in France. She was scheduled to fly to Europe that day, but her 

parents couldn’t drive her to O’Hare airport. They couldn’t bear to say 

good-bye at the airport.  

I bet you parents can relate. The woman’s parents felt they were 

losing their daughter. They can visit, but how often will they get to 

France, honestly? And she will never be able to come home to Indiana 

for a visit. They were grieving so much that Fr. Ted had to drive their 

daughter to O’Hare. On the way up the young woman told Fr. Ted that 

it was really hitting her, she would never be coming back – but she still 

wanted and needed to go. 



This is National Vocations Awareness Week, and I realize I haven’t 

preached on vocations as much as I might have. So, I want to do so 

today. I’ve chosen to tell that story from last week because it’s a 

parent’s worse case scenario when they think of a child’s vocation to 

the priesthood or religious life. Not receiving grandchildren is bad 

enough, but what about losing close contact with a beloved child? So, I 

led with that example of the seriousness of the call and vocation, even 

though it’s an extreme example, because beautiful things require great 

sacrifices. And we’re often afraid to make them. But that is the nature 

of Christian discipleship. It calls for great commitment and change in 

one’s life. 

In our Gospel we have the story of Zacchaeus. This is a story of the 

great change Discipleship brings. Here is a little man who is certainly a 

sinner. But somehow he’s drawn to Jesus. He discerns Jesus calling him. 

We aren’t told how that happened. But Zacchaeus wants to see Jesus. 

He’s curious enough to take a risk.  He humbles himself enough to run 



and climb a tree – at his age! And Jesus looks up at him and calls 

Zacchaeus, asking for an invitation to his home. Wonderful! Zacchaeus 

is excited. But then as he comes down from the tree the crowd starts to 

murmur, “He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner.” 

 And this is the moment of truth in this story of Discipleship. 

Because now Zacchaeus feels the gaze of the crowd upon him. And it’s 

a powerful, hostile gaze. He’s a sinner. So there Zacchaeus stands 

caught – between the gaze of Jesus who is still looking at him with love 

– which is an invitation of its own, and the gaze of Zacchaeus’ 

neighbors, who have suffered under his unjust taxation and can’t 

believe Jesus would want Zacchaeus. What will he do? 

 Zacchaeus could melt back into the crowd, backing away from a 

relationship with Jesus. “Why had he come here, after all? It was foolish 

– why would this Rabbi care about me, really?” But he doesn’t. It’s at 

this moment he becomes Jesus’ Disciple – because he admits his need 

for great change of life and commits himself to it. “Behold half my 



possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything 

from anyone I shall repay it four times.” Zacchaeus gives himself to 

Jesus as a new man with a new way of life. 

 All discipleship requires a change of life, so we should not be 

afraid or deny Jesus when He calls us, or someone we love, to make a 

great commitment to Him – even if it means going to the seminary, 

committing to a life of celibacy, even moving to another continent. 

Jesus asks such things. 

 And that happens here in Kirkland, too, among us. I am also 

currently the spiritual director of a young woman who is asking Jesus, 

“Do you want me to enter religious life? If so, where?” I know a young 

man from the parish who is in college, and he is exploring the seminary. 

Two weeks ago, Fr. Tyler took four young men from HFK to an 

archdiocesan discernment event to let them hear about what it means 

to become a priest. Jesus still calls us to do great and costly things.  



 So, what would you do if your child or grandchild came to you and 

said he or she was called to such a vocation? It’s costly. It can hurt. 

Even though Jesus more than makes up for the sacrifice of this world’s 

blessing and relationships He asks of us – it always comes at a cost. And 

that’s especially true of the young men and women who are 

themselves called. That probably includes some of you here today. 

Have you asked Jesus in prayer if He is calling you to one of these 

vocations? Are you afraid to ask? 

 As a Church we will get the number of vocations we really want 

and are willing to sacrifice for. We talk about vocation shortages, but 

God hasn’t become less generous in our day than in the past. Just look 

at marriage – another serious vocation. The number of marriages in 

America is falling. Do you think God is calling fewer people to marriage, 

or are we just more afraid to commit to it? So it is, I’m convinced, with 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life. God is calling, but are we 

listening – or putting up obstacles in our loved one’s way.  



We may hate to think of ourselves as being like those citizens of 

Jericho, trying to keep Zacchaeus away from Jesus (Zacchaeus, after all 

was a sinner. My child is such a wonderful person!) But beware trying 

to get between a soul and Jesus. When people are called to a vocation 

that is where their greatest happiness lies – even though their path will 

be challenging.  

Support vocations. Pray for them – in your own families, not just 

in other people’s. Invite those whom you consider might be called to 

consider the idea. Jesus wants each of us to change radically, let go of 

old ways, and receive Him into our hearts, just as He did with 

Zacchaeus.  

  


