
 Well, here we are two days before the election. I don’t know what 

will happen that day and afterwards. In the last few weeks, I have given 

some pretty sobering homilies about the world, country, and Church. I 

did so because I believe we need to understand our situation so we can 

be prepared in faith for living in these strange, difficult times. So, today 

on All Saints Day I want to preach about living out the Good News as 

the saints did. The saints lived in all ages and circumstances, some 

much more fraught than ours, but they did so joyfully. What does that 

look like for us? 

 I want to begin with a quote from Mere Christianity, by C. S. 

Lewis, a book that was important in my returning to the faith in my 20s. 

Lewis said that the life of a Christian was not supposed to be easy. The 

world is a spiritual war zone. The Devil is fighting against us with all he 

has. Lewis wrote the book in England during the Second World War 

when the Nazis occupied most of Europe. Using that context, he said 

the world is like occupied enemy territory. And “Christianity is the story 



of how the rightful king has landed, you might say landed in disguise, 

and is calling us all to take part in a great campaign of sabotage.” 

Christianity is a Resistance movement – and going to church to hear the 

Word of God is like members of the anti-Nazi underground resistance 

listening in to the BBC on their contraband radios. Now, that analogy 

might also sound sobering – or it might sound exciting!  

If I were to ask you why Jesus’ rising from the dead on Easter was 

so important – and what it meant for you, many might answer 

something like, “It means I can now go to heaven, whereas before the 

Resurrection, the doors to heaven were closed due to original sin.” We 

tend to think how our faith impacts ourselves – what Jesus did for me 

as an individual. And there’s truth to that. 

 But Christianity is not just about me as an individual. Our baptism 

not only frees us from sin individually it is also makes us part of the 

Body of Christ, this great movement, the Church militant, fighting for 

others against those forces of evil occupying the world.  



But often, as with us here and now, such fighting takes the form 

of a resistance movement, that is, we need to be sneaky, using 

sabotage. We’re the underdogs. We don’t have much earthly power – 

but we do have the ultimate force on our side – Jesus, the rightful king.  

 In his new book Rescued Fr. John Ricardo talks about the 

Christian’s response to being saved by Jesus. These days when we hear 

so much about rioting, guns, possible political violence, we may not find 

the idea of sabotage attractive. But a Christian’s weapons for 

sabotaging the occupying power are not violent, but love, truth, 

beauty, goodness, justice. In our own small lives we can wield these 

weapons no matter when or where we live, to undermine the Devil and 

help restore the King. This restoration will happen fully only at the end 

of time, but there is vital work for us to do right now to bring everyone 

we encounter in life into contact with God, who is our happiness. 

 This is what saints do. When we think of the communion of all the 

saints, let us not imagine only the greatest canonized saints. Heaven is 



an army of the Prince of Peace, larger than we know. Some members of 

the movement are right here among us now, saints in disguise, 

undermining the Devil’s empire of sin and death by their spreading of 

God’s grace in their small daily acts of love, truth, beauty, goodness, 

justice -- as the resistance. We can join them. We can all be saints. 

 So, listen closely, this is important. To become saints, it’s vital that 

we be intentional in forming our own small groups – resistance cells, so 

to speak. Every Catholic really needs to have a small knot of fellow 

believers who think like you, pray for you, celebrate the holy days with 

you – who raise their kids as you do. You need to have a half dozen 

families, couples, or individuals among whom the Catholic life, morals, 

and culture are normal – because they won’t be normal to the rest of 

the world. And it will be hard to remain faithful as an isolated individual 

in the times ahead no matter what happens in the election. As I’ve said 

before, in the big picture Tuesday matters less than we might think if 

we look at the deeper current of the culture. Catholics who just come 



to mass once a week probably won’t make it. They’ll fall away as so 

many have already done. 

 I don’t know what will happen on November 3 and in the days, 

months, years following. But I do know that whatever happens Jesus 

will still be King, and He is already among us in disguise -- in the 

Eucharist, in His word, and in us, His Body, the Church, and that we’re 

on the winning side of the war, so we must remain hopeful and 

persevere cheerfully. There are no sad saints. 

Under the Nazi occupation the French, Dutch, Norwegian 

resistance movements didn’t end the war. But they helped prepare the 

way for the D-Day invasion that did. That is our role. Resistance to the 

Evil is hard -- sometimes costly, sometimes discouraging because there 

is little to show for it in the moment. But the true King is returning, and 

He will put the enemy in his place. Until then let us be hopeful, saintly 

soldiers in the King’s resistance preparing the way for Him. 


