
 Given the length of the Passion Narrative I’m going to be brief 

today. Last week I was at a meeting of the Archdiocesan Priest Council. 

One of the topics was the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council’s project to 

develop a kind of five-year Archdiocese-wide Pastoral Plan. There’s 

already a rough draft, and we, as the Priest Council, were asked for our 

input on it. The document began with a list of core values that 

proclaimed who we are as Catholics of the Archdiocese of Seattle – 

introduced by the phrase “We Witness as . . .” Topping the list of values 

was “Redeemed Sinners.” “We witness as Redeemed Sinners.” 

 During the comment time a couple of our priests said we 

shouldn’t include that phrase – “Redeemed Sinners.” They said it was 

too negative, calling ourselves sinners. It wouldn’t attract people, in 

fact, it would turn them off. We need to be more positive. One said it 

sounded too much like Billy Graham. 

 I thought back to that exchange and my response to my brother 

priests as I was preparing this homily for Passion Sunday. The point of 



this day is precisely to underline that we are redeemed sinners. Let’s 

start with the “sinners” part. Too negative? Well, it’s negative – but 

that’s who we are. In the scriptures today we humans cheer for Jesus 

one day and a few days later are shouting to crucify Him. We betray, 

mock, deny, abandon, and finally kill Him. Do you think that kind of 

behavior has disappeared or even lessened in the centuries since? 

We’re sinners, alright.   

 That is the Bad News. The Good News is that we’re REDEEMED 

sinners! In the Passion Account that we just heard the whole point is 

that Jesus died for sinners. If we aren’t sinners, then Jesus didn’t die for 

us – and we’re not saved, redeemed. But a moment ago we knelt at the 

mentioning of Jesus’ death because we do remember that Jesus’ death 

was for us – for me – and you. Too negative? That title “Redeemed 

Sinners” is the best news imaginable.  

 At the meeting I said I hoped the Archdiocesan Council retains 

that phrase as the first description of Seattle Catholics because that is 



the heart of the Gospel Kerygma. That’s why we spend so much time 

telling the story again today. It’s the most relevant story possible – for 

every life. In fact, it’s ultimately the only relevant story in each of our 

lives. If “Redeemed Sinners” sounds too much like Billy Graham, and 

not us Catholics, then shame on us. “Redeemed Sinners” isn’t a 

Protestant slogan – it’s the basis for all Christianity.  That is what Holy 

Week, that we begin today, is all about, once again telling and entering 

into the story of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection for God’s 

fallen children.  


