
 About ten years ago there was an advertising campaign for a beer 

that centered around “The Most Interesting Man in the World.” The 

ads featured a mature, debonair man in a beard who spoke with a 

vaguely Latin accent. He was shown surfing a killer wave, rappelling 

down a cliff face to feed baby eagles, cavorting with beautiful women in 

casinos. The voiceover said, “In an earlier life he was himself. He gave 

the sex talk to his Father. At museums he’s allowed to touch the art. If 

opportunity knocks and he isn’t home, opportunity waits.” His 

signature sign-off was “Stay thirsty my friends.” You get the idea. He 

was a parody of what we are supposed to hope for in life. But behind 

the joke is a reality. This kind of life really is the world’s come-on, and 

the sad thing is, what it offers can fit in a beer commercial. 

Today I want to preach about what will truly make life interesting. 

I’m preaching a Lenten homily series based on the book, From 

Christendom to Apostolic Mission. The book explores some basic ideas 

at the foundation of our culture that impede the faith in ways that we 



may not even be aware of. They are the cultural air we breathe. The 

first two ideas were “Faith in Human Progress” and “Denial of the Fall.” 

Today I want to look at a third – “The Marginalization of God.” 

 Ours has become known as the Age of the Nones – as in “none of 

the above” in answer to pollsters asking, “What is your religion?” 

Certainly, there are a growing number of atheists. But there are even 

more who profess belief in God – but who do not see God as important 

in their life or the world. Their position is not, “God doesn’t exist,” but, 

“God doesn’t matter.” In our society it’s easy for even those who 

profess faith in Jesus to live our lives, choose our careers and spouses, 

educate our children, organize our time, finances, political lives, discern 

right and wrong - all without reference to Him. We’re practical atheists. 

 For an increasing number of the faithful, Catholicism doesn’t 

provide a picture of what the universe is – an account of reality (what I 

have called, “A Biblical Worldview”). Our faith has become more a 

personal form of therapy. It enhances our life-experience and helps us 



deal with the stresses of life. But it’s a private matter. That’s why 

whenever the Church makes truth claims applicable to everyone there 

is an immediate outcry. This is not just because the Church’s teaching in 

this particular case is rejected as wrong, but because of the perceived 

arrogance of holding that her teaching is objectively true for everyone. 

In making such a claim the Church (and God?) have transgressed the 

private/public boundary by trying to push into the center of our lives, 

rather than stay on the margins where they belong. In the post-modern 

world God simply isn’t supposed to matter in that way. 

 A common, almost cliched, illustration of this marginalization of 

God can be seen in the architecture of the contemporary West. One 

can usually tell the importance of various activities to a society by the 

buildings the activities take place in. In ancient Athens the Parthenon 

rose above the Acropolis. In medieval cities the Cathedral or church 

was in the center of town and dominated the skyline. In modern cities 

the dominant buildings are skyscrapers and sports stadiums dedicated 



to our own religions of commerce and athletics. Churches exist in our 

communities but are dwarfed by such structures as befits the 

marginalized place of God and worship in our lives. 

This marginalization of the faith, however, has little to do with the 

real Jesus we see in the Gospel today, who inserts Himself very strongly 

into the public life of Jerusalem. Driving out the moneychangers from 

the Temple with a whip is one way of saying loudly and clearly to the 

nation, “God and the Temple matter. They are at the heart of the world 

and we must get them right.” If they are not at the heart of society bad 

things start to happen. Today I want to focus on one particular 

consequence of marginalizing God – boredom. 

When we relegate God to the fringes of our lives, we will soon 

find that life has become boring. And our culture is dying of boredom. 

We try to distract ourselves with food, sex, drugs, social media, sports, 

and other entertainment. Has there ever been a society that has spent 

so much energy and money on games of all kinds? We have no abiding 



and engrossing interest worthy of us. Without God the world becomes 

a boring place – because nothing matters much when God doesn’t 

matter much. There are no eternal stakes without God, and we were 

created for eternity: anything less leaves our hearts restless, bored. 

Let’s go back to “The Most Interesting Man in the World?” He’s a 

perfect example of the shallowness behind the world’s idea of 

“interesting.” It is Jesus Himself who is the one supremely interesting 

Person in the universe. And when we each realize that He is personally 

fascinated by our every act and thought, we ourselves also begin to pay 

attention to those moments. In the Biblical Worldview every human life 

– yours, mine - are riveting dramas of the greatest, eternal 

consequence. Why waste time viewing soap operas, when your own life 

is so interesting that God wants to be its central actor?  

This is what strong faith does. Everything is interesting when we 

do it with, and for, God. And that makes the life of an accountant or 

check-out clerk just as interesting as that of a Big Tech Founder or 



President. Because in the mind of God every single person is an 

intended saint. That’s why a life lived with God is always worth living, 

and a life without God is eventually boring -- because it has no plot.  

The purpose of this homily series is to reclaim a Biblical 

Worldview in the midst of the Secular Society. This is so vital for 

Catholics today because God matters – supremely. If God doesn’t 

matter, then nothing else will ultimately matter for us either. But if He 

is at the center of our lives, where He belongs, then all else falls into 

place. If today we find our life boring, we should check and see if Jesus 

has drifted to the margins of our lives. Love, joy, peace, hope -- and the 

most interesting life imaginable are the blessings we gain by putting 

Him in the center of it all. 


