
 Last week I mentioned that I was going to be preaching this Lent 

from the book, From Christendom to Apostolic Mission. I want to look 

at a series of ideas, highlighted by the book, that inform our 21st 

century way of looking at the world – often unconsciously. “Faith in 

human progress” was the first idea we looked at. This week I want to 

examine a related idea – our society’s “denial of the Fall,” and the fruit 

of that denial.  

The Christian story begins with Creation but is quickly followed by 

Original Sin. The Church teaches that humanity is wounded by a curse 

of its own choosing (with help from the Devil) – and this innate flaw is a 

powerful cause of the evil in the world.  

G.K. Chesterton once responded to a London newspaper’s request 

for essays on the question, ‘What’s wrong with the world?” with a two-

word essay: What’s wrong with the world? – “I am.” He was simply 

stating the Christian belief in the need for our own individual 

conversion from sin if the evil in the world is to be addressed. 



As I preached last week – this sin and the evil resulting from it 

cannot be defeated by our own efforts. Only Christ can save us from it. 

In our Gospel today we hear of the Transfiguration, as we do every year 

on the second Sunday of Lent. Jesus shows His Apostles who He really is 

to strengthen their faith. He is the Divine Messiah who takes away the 

sin of the world – their sins. He’s offering a glimpse of who He is – but 

also who we each can be. We are meant to be divinized – to shine! 

The modern vision of the human person needs no Savior because 

it sees no inherent sin in humanity. Last week I preached about the 

modern belief in the perfectibility of the human species. Foundational 

to that belief is the prior denial of any Fall or innate flaw in the 

individual human person. According to this understanding, we could 

each, and all, be perfect if not for the failures of society. What we 

perceive as evil comes from ignorance and unjust social structures. 

Now, it’s certainly true that these factors contribute to human 

suffering! There are unjust social structures and loads of human 



ignorance. They’re just not the deepest source of our troubles. And 

here’s the problem with thinking they are: if the individual human 

person is seen as innocent of any fundamental flaw or sin (and the 

existence of the Devil is not believable), then one must look 

somewhere else for the cause of the evil we all experience in the world. 

Too often that search for the roots of evil has led to the 

demonization of some group of people. Individuals may not be 

inherently flawed, but sinister groups, conspiring in evil, can block 

history’s progress to paradise. Certainly, this scapegoating is seen in 

Christian history, as well. For example, Christianity’s historical anti-

Judaism is well known. But our post-modern world has specialized in 

isolating groups, and turning society’s hatred upon them, as a central 

driver of politics. This scapegoat can be a class, a race, an ethnic group, 

a religion, whatever, but whoever “they” are – it becomes proper and 

praiseworthy to hate them – for the sake of the greater human good.  



During the French Revolution and its Reign of Terror it was the 

aristocratic class and anyone who could possibly be connected to them 

who were the enemy of the French people’s happiness and had to be 

guillotined in their thousands.  

During the Russian Revolution it was a different class enemy, the 

“the bourgeoisie” or “capitalists” who were targeted, as the Bolsheviks 

sought to cleanse society of evil and usher in the communist utopia. 

Their policies were disastrous. Someone (else) must be to blame!  

Of course, the Nazis also sought to pin the blame for society’s 

sufferings on a group. As the German Empire collapsed in 1918 at the 

end of World War I many Germans turned to conspiracy theories to 

explain how their army could have lost. Someone must have stabbed 

the nation in the back! It wasn’t only the Nazis who saw the Jews as the 

guilty party. But the Nazis perfected the scapegoating of the Jews. If 

only they could solve the “Jewish problem,” then the world would be 

saved. They tried. 



These are the extreme examples from modern history, but the 

tendency is broader. How many people today see our problems and 

evils stemming from a demonized class, race, political movement, 

ethnic group? That group stands in the way of our happiness, we tell 

ourselves. If the dream is to be realized they will have to be dealt with. 

From the outside, the Christian belief in the Fall and the flaw in 

each person seems dark. (And we must not forget we are also made in 

the image of God!) But this teaching actually allows us to see human 

beings, not as evil, (in the Christian worldview only the Devil is worthy 

of our hate) but as fallen -- and redeemable.  

I want to witness to this truth from my own experience among 

you. This parish is made up of roughly equal parts blues and reds. I hear 

you and listen to your fears of the other color. You come up to me 

privately and speak quietly. There’s anger, depression, suspicion of one 

another. But I know you all – perhaps better than you know one 

another. I have counseled you. I hear your confessions. Let me assure 



you, the other side is loveable and loving. Don’t believe differently. The 

people beside you in the pew or at the store, no matter what label you 

would put on them if you knew their beliefs, are not evil -- just fallen. 

What’s wrong with the world? It’s not the Jews, or the rich, or the 

progressives, or the conservatives, or blacks, or whites. It’s the Devil – 

and it’s me. That’s the Christian way of seeing the human person and 

evil. It means we each must work out our salvation with God’s grace, in 

fear and trembling. Every person is a sinner. But every person can also 

be saved from that original alienation from God through the cross of 

that Divine Messiah shining on Mount Tabor. And those people we are 

tempted to hate today on earth – may one day be so divinized by God’s 

grace filling them that we will be tempted to worship them, so 

transfigured will they become in eternity. Such is the Glory of God’s 

blessing and the benefit of the truth that, while we are each mark by 

sin, we are also made in the image of God. And He has redeemed us. 


