
 Today is Commitment Sunday for the Annual Catholic Appeal.  

Last week Linda DeBolt spoke about why she thought it’s important to 

contribute to the Appeal.  Today, for my part, I just want to tell a story 

and make a few comments on it.  Last month at the meeting of the 

Archdiocese’s Priest Council Fr. Tim Sauer was asked about his 

experience up at Oso.  (Fr. Sauer is the Pastor of the parishes in 

Darrington and Arlington). He gave an emotional account of what it’s 

been like. Eight of his parishioners were killed by the mudslide, and as 

you can imagine it has been chaotic taking care of those families and 

the rest of the community’s needs.  

But as Fr. Sauer drew to a close he stopped and then said to us, his 

bother priests, “You know, sometimes we like to mock or put down the 

Church as an institution with all its foibles and bureaucracy.  We know 

its human limitations better than anyone else from our up-close 

experience.  But these past couple weeks I gave gained a new 

appreciation for the larger Church through this tragedy. Those are 

pretty small towns up there.  After the mudslide hit the recovery was 

hard – and there weren’t a lot of local resources.  The other churches in 

the valley are great, but they’re mostly small.  Even the largest doesn’t 

have the resources to address a disaster as big as this.  But the Catholic 

Church had an entirely different scope of response.” 

One of the Catholic corporal works of mercy is burying the dead. 

Thanks to the Archdiocese of Seattle we could to offer to pay for the 

burial of anyone in the community whose families needed financial 

help doing that, regardless of their religion or lack of religion. And there 

were any number of families who couldn’t pay the cost of a casket or 

other services necessary at those times. That was one less worry for 

those people who were suffering and under great stress. 



Another problem you may not think about was the children who had to 

go back to school after the mudslide.  Most children in the area had lost 

family members or knew other kids who had.  The Principal of the 

school asked for counselors to be on hand to help any child who was 

suffering emotionally.  But where were they to come from? As it turns 

out Catholic Community Services was able to send about 10 trained 

counselors to Oso to help.  In fact they were the main responders to 

that need. 

In addition, the Catholic Church had trained personnel in other areas 

that could help. The community was swamped with media. To try to 

organize the reporters and keep them from interfering with the rescue 

while allowing them to cover the story wasn’t easy.  The Archdiocese of 

Seattle sent Greg Magnoni, its communication director, up to the valley 

to direct that effort.  Plus several parish lay administrators volunteered 

to go up to Oso for a week or two and just help organize the relief 

efforts. All in all, Fr. Sauer said, thanks to the Archdiocese’s 

contributions, the people of Oso and the surrounding communities 

have a brand new view of the Catholic Church.  

Perhaps all of us can become cynical or bored with something called 

“The Archdiocese of Seattle.” It can seem like just another big, faceless 

institution in an era when we distrust such institutions.  We may love 

our own parish, but the Chancery doesn’t seem real or necessary. But 

Fr. Sauer’s experience should be a reminder that the very size of the 

Catholic Church, for all its drawbacks, is also a great gift. As the People 

of God, we can do so much more for God’s people when we band 

together and pool our resources and charity on a larger scale. 



In our Gospel today Jesus portrays Himself as the Good Shepherd who 

came for His sheep and laid down His life “so that they might have life 

and have it more abundantly.” The people of Oso are Jesus’ sheep just 

as we are.  It sounds to me that we, the Catholics of the Archdiocese of 

Seattle, helped take care of some of the flock in their greatest need, 

thanks, not only to Fr. Sauer and his parishioners on the ground, but 

also due to us, the larger Church in western Washington.  Behind all the 

posters and all the statistics I could cite, that is what the Catholic 

Annual Appeal is really about – sharing Jesus’ abundant life with all, 

letting God’s grace flow through us, His human instruments, to the 

greatest extent possible. That is why I’m asking to continue to support 

the Archdiocese of Seattle through the Annual Appeal this year. Please 

fill out a pledge card today.  It’s important, and it’s necessary. And if 

you are not already doing so, please consider giving one dollar a day, 

$365 per year, to Archbishop Sartain, our own local Good Shepherd, to 

allow him to care for Jesus’ flock in ways individual parishes simply 

can’t. 


